6000 persons die every year from pulmonary phthisis, and some 4000 persons from other forms of tuberculous disease.
There are no definite data for forming an exact estimate as to the number of tuberculous persons living in Scotland at the present time, but considering the frequency with which tuberculous disease is recovered from, and the frequency with which healed tuberculous lesions are found in the bodies of persons who have died from other diseases, the number must be very great. Many of these uncertified deaths are without doubt due to phthisis. Consequently, the mortality from phthisis per 100,000 is probably very much greater in the insular rural districts than these figures show.
Principal towns towns with populations over 25,000 till 1900, and over 30,000 in 1901. Large towns towns with populations above 10,000 and below 25,000 till 1900, and below 30,000 in 1901.
Small towns = towns with populations from 2000 to 10,000. Mainland rural= population not accounted for in the other four groups. Instilar rtiral? popidation of all the islands, with the exception of the towns of Lerwick, Kirkwall, Stornoway, and Rothesay, which 1,115,958, or 33 per cent. In the year 1871, the number of deaths from phthisis was 9102, and in the year 1901, 6776. In other words, while in 1871 the death-rate from phthisis was 278 per 100,000 of both sexes, in the year 1901 it had fallen to 153 per 100,000.
The diminution has been absolute as well as relative.
While the population has increased 33 per cent., the total number of deaths from phthisis has diminished by 25 per cent, during the same period .
The average death-rate per 100,000 has diminished in each succeeding decade, having been 239 in that from 200 in that from 1881-90, and 
